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Presentation Schedule Monday, July 15 

9:00-9:50AM  Session 1 

Is Perception Reality? Brain-Based Learning Strategies to Build Relationships to Reach, Teach and Protect 

Diverse Learners                                                                                                                                                             Escollo 

If perception is reality, sometimes, you may need to change the perception. But how do you do it? Implicit bias,                    

diversity, equity and excellence and learning are hot topics today. This session will offer brain-based learning strategies                 

to help build effective relationships to promote positive school climate and learning with diverse learners. Strategies will                 

address the use of creativity, stress management, storytelling, learning styles, motivation, humor, and SEL. A creative                

strategy to address these issues will be demonstrated. Researched-based, reality-driven strategies to help build your               

professional and personal relationships may help change your perceptions, and your reality. 

Dr. Stephen Sroka, Keynote Speaker 
Adjunct Assistant Professor, School of Medicine, Case Western Reserve University 
President, Health Education Consultants.  
 
New to MO Option Program: Information and Q&A                                                                                Granada A 

Join us in the breakout session focused on staff and teachers NEW to MO Option Program who have less than 4 years                      

experience. Any and all new information about the 2019/20 HiSET will be shared. A portion of the presentation will be                    

allotted for Q&A. 

Dale Wimer, DESE 
MO Option Teachers Panel 
 

Instructional Strategies for Students with Autism: Independence and Inclusion                                          Lookout 

Participants will be able to: 

•Describe at least one instructional strategy to assist individuals with autism to increase independence. 

•Describe at least two instructional strategies to support communication skills and social behavior at school. 

•Identify at least one strategy to assist students in inclusive environments. 

Cortney Fish, Training and Education Division Director, Assistant Research Professor, Department of Special 
Education 
Thompson Center for Autism and Neurodevelopmental Disorders, University of Missouri 
 
Engaging Students with Trauma in Mind                                                                                                                Malaga 

These are 7 practical strategies teachers can employ to intervene on behalf of youth affected by trauma. We will discuss                    

some base knowledge about the brain and trauma and then we will look at practical steps to building resilience in                    

students.  We will look at shifts in perspective, practice, curriculum, and self-regulation.  

Ryan McClain, Ozark School District, Finley River School 
 
 

 
 
 



Creating a True Alternative to Traditional Schools                                                                                              Valencia 

Reaching students who require an alternative to the traditional school program requires a commitment to creating the                 
right conditions for their success. This includes a viable, flexible, and relevant curriculum as well as the ability to meet                    
physical, social, and emotional needs. Moving away from “traditional” models towards a more blended competency               
based and trauma informed approach is one way to accomplish this. Enhanced credit earning, concept, skill, and credit                  
recovery, and social/emotional awareness are all components of this approach where students are provided access to                
blended model of instructional methods including traditional direct instruction, online/virtual instruction, individual and             
group activities, and a variety of assessments. Partnering with Edgenuity through their online curriculum and learning                
solutions designed to support all educators and students will enhance your ability to meet the wide range of needs of                    
your students academically, allowing more time and flexibility to meet their social, emotional, and other needs within                 
your school setting. 

Shelly Tarter, Joplin High School,  Joplin School District 
Andy Campbell, Summit Ridge Academy, Lee’s Summit School District 

10:00-10:50AM  Session 2 

NAEA: Exemplary Practices                                                                                                                                          Escollo 

The National Alternative Education Association has identified 15 exemplary research based practices designed to ensure               

quality alternative setting programming. These practices can be used to evaluate the effective practices in your                 

program, develop building improvement plans, and help district office officials have a better understanding of what your                 

alternative program should strive to become. 

Glen Hoffman, NAEA 
 
Veterans of MO Options: Information and Q&A                                                                                              Granada A 

Join us in the breakout session focused on returning staff and teachers of MO Options who have more than 4 years                     

experience with the Missouri Option Program. Any an all new information about the 2019/20 HiSET will be shared. A                   

portion of the presentation will be allotted for Q&A. 

Dale Wimer, DESE 
 
A Comprehensive Approach to Credit Recovery that Works!                                                                            Lookout 

Often we think of alternative programs such as MO Options, Credit Recovery, and building level interventions operating                 

in isolation, but when these programs work together to support students great things happen! This break-out session                 

will explain the multiple approaches to academic support for students behind their cohort for graduation. These                

approaches include specific programs offered, student profile for each program, and how they all connect to support                 

students to reach their graduation goals and beyond. 

Elizabeth Nelson, Alternative Programs- Credit Recovery, Ferguson-Florissant School District 

 

7 Secrets to Social Emotional Learning                                                                                                                    Malaga 

What is the source of disruptive behavior among students? What are the emotional triggers that escalate a situation into                   

disruptive, disrespectful or violent behavior? What are the skills and strategies teachers need to de-escalate a potentially                 

volatile situation with students? How can teachers and leaders help students more effectively process emotions that                

lead to disruptive behavior? Through an understanding of Social Emotional Learning, this professional development              

series offers teachers and leaders practical steps, strategies, tips and tools to address these issues in their classroom                  

management and school culture. It empowers them to transform potentially volatile situations into opportunities for               

character development, greater student growth, engagement and achievement.  

Tierica Berry, Social Emotional Learning Specialist,  A Woman's Standard 

 

 



Next time I will speak up… Help Build Compassionate Students                                                                    Valencia 

Learn about and gain access to evidence-based digital resources that educate students on how to cultivate and maintain                  

healthy relationships, covering key concepts around positive character development, social-emotional learning,           

compassion and building a school community. Attendees will be given login credentials, offline supplemental plans and                

ongoing support. The resources are student-driven, have assessments embedded into them, standards-aligned and all              

available at no cost. To learn more, visit everfi.com/k-12. 

Ben Gwynne, Director of K-12 Programs,  EVERFI 

2:30-3:20PM  Session 3 

Alternative Education: Higher Education                                                                                                                  Escollo 

Discussion will be focused around the opportunities students in alternative education are provided in terms of financial                 

aid for college, exposure to colleges and careers, and the effect that our college connections workshops at State Fair                   

Community College have had on several alternative schools. Over a 3 year period, counselors and I have worked to                   

personalize our program to align with the needs of alternative students. I will be sharing what I have learned has worked                     

and what has not worked for whatever reason. Information will be shared about our program and how it continues to                    

help start conversations and more importantly actions such as job interviews, job applications, shadowing experiences,               

college visits, scholarship awards etc. 

Brendan Borman, Admissions and Outreach Advisor,  State Fair Community College 
 
Is Perception Reality? Brain-Based Learning Strategies to Build Relationships to Reach, Teach and Protect 

Diverse Learners                                                                                                                                                      Granada A 

If perception is reality, sometimes, you may need to change the perception. But how do you do it? Implicit bias,                    

diversity, equity and excellence and learning are hot topics today. This session will offer brain-based learning strategies                 

to help build effective relationships to promote positive school climate and learning with diverse learners. Strategies will                 

address the use of creativity, stress management, storytelling, learning styles, motivation, humor, and SEL. A creative                

strategy to address these issues will be demonstrated. Researched-based, reality-driven strategies to help build your               

professional and personal relationships may help change your perceptions, and your reality. 

Dr. Stephen Sroka, Keynote Speaker 

Adjunct Assistant Professor, School of Medicine, Case Western Reserve University 
President, Health Education Consultants.  
 

Is It Worth It?                                                                                                                                                                Lookout 

This is an interactive presentation designed for alternative high school students promoting safe driving habits focusing                

on the importance of wearing seat belts and dangers of impaired and distracted driving. Challenges involving FatalVision                 

goggles simulate the effects of concussions and impaired driving. This program is available statewide and free to all                  

schools interested in bringing this message to their high schools.  

Beth Koster, MU Injury Prevention Outreach Team,  University of Missouri, Columbia 
 

Growing Student Intrinsic Motivation                                                                                                                                      Malaga 

This presentation will present tools and strategies that assist student growth by enhancing their intrinsic motivation.                

These tools and strategies have assisted my students in increasing attendance, gaining credits, lowering discipline issues,                

and establishing and reaching goals. My alternative program works with students that have fallen behind in their credits                  

for a wide variety of reasons. This program, the Wildcat Extension Program which is part of the Union R XI High School,                      

has six years of data documenting my student's academic, emotional, behavioral, and effort growth. 
Gary Vogel, Union R XI 
 
 



10 Strategies Proven to Inspire & Engage EVERY Student                                                                                    Valencia 

Want to engage every student in your classroom? This session will demonstrate 10 strategies proven to strengthen                 

relationships, grab attention, inspire, and build resilience in students of all ages and learning types. Participants will                 

receive valuable insights into teaching social and emotional life skills in ways that students can understand, relate to, and                   

remember. These strategies have helped over 2 million youth in 18,000 K-12 schools, mental health, and correctional                 

organizations worldwide in the areas of academic success, dropout prevention, classroom management, and bullying              

prevention. Learn how to engage every student using visual metaphors, videos, music, and activities. 

Hans Magleby, Co-Founder,  WhyTry 

9:30-10:20AM  Session 4 

EDCAMP 

See full page description                                                                                                                                     Granada B/C 

10:30-11:20AM  Session 5 

Interactive Resources for an Alternative Education                                                                                               Escollo 

The most important component of a successful alternative classroom is to begin with a rich task; one that students will                    

be engaged in and that has a problem for them to solve. An inquiry-driven lesson that sparks student curiosity is one that                      

will provide the best learning opportunity. At Educate.Today we believe that students and teachers working in a                 

successful learning environment need curriculum-based content that can be individualized and flexible. 

Created by educators Educate.Today is committed to providing the highest quality interactive learning resources              

available for students around the topics they are most interested in. Content focused and standards-based, our videos                 

and related curriculum resources authentically link students and the curriculum they study to individuals and               

organizations who are applying the curriculum in the real world. Educate.Today offers video resources targeted for use                 

in whole class, small group, or individualized and differentiated learning settings along with activities and lesson plans                 

related to those videos. 
Kristy Houle, Educational Outreach Coordinator,  Educate.Today 
 

Virtual Solutions for Non-Traditional Students                                                                                                 Granada A 

Not all students fit the traditional high school student mold, and that’s why not all students can take the traditional path                     

to earn their high school diploma. Launch, a Missouri program that offers virtual courses designed, developed and                 

delivered by Missouri educators, delivers online courses in three ways to meet the needs of all types of learners,                   

including those who need a non-traditional path to graduate. In addition to credit acquisition and credit recovery                 

courses, Launch can also provide students the course work components required by the Missouri Option Program as well                  

as HiSET exam prep. Learn how in this session. 

Janna Elfrink, Director of Digital Learning,  LAUNCH 

 

Creating therapeutic change within a public K-8 behavioral school                                                                 Lookout 

The Learning Center's K-8 programming is geared toward children with average intelligence who require intensive               

services due to emotional dysregulation. We provide a therapeutic and trauma-informed approach which seeks to create                

growth; our ultimate goal is for students to gain pro-social skills to function within a typical classroom setting. Be                   

prepared to review multiple interventions which help create change as well as learn the process of managing data in                   

order to show the growth of our students and the necessity of these specialized services. We will also seek to impart                     

knowledge regarding "hooking on" with guardians to help them create change outside of school. 

Tammy S Oltman, LCSW, LISW, Director,  The Learning Center at Maryville R-II School District 

 



Growing Student Intrinsic Motivation                                                                                                                     Malaga 

This presentation will present tools and strategies that assist student growth by enhancing their intrinsic motivation.                

These tools and strategies have assisted my students in increasing attendance, gaining credits, lowering discipline issues,                

and establishing and reaching goals. My alternative program works with students that have fallen behind in their credits                  

for a wide variety of reasons. This program, the Wildcat Extension Program which is part of the Union R XI High School,                      

has six years of data documenting my student's academic, emotional, behavioral, and effort growth.   
Gary Vogel, Union R XI 
 

The School Family - The Fundamentals of MRHSD's Alternative Programs                                                   Valencia 

Over the last decade, MRHSD’s Alternative Programs have developed a robust set of programs that serve the district’s                  

greater goals honoring diversity, equity and social justice. These programs focus on the use of Conscious Discipline,                 

Restorative Practices, and other trauma-informed practices to create a climate and culture of safety, connection, and                

engagement which has had great success. We will present a brief overview of the structure of our programs and dig                    

deeper into the underlying philosophies they’ve been built upon.  
Travis Williams, Carol Pelosi, Melissa Fuoss, Bill Pott, Amy McEvoy 

SAGE, SSC, MO Options,  Maplewood Richmond-Heights SD 

 

12:40-1:30PM  Session 6 

 

Community Collaboration: Accessing Resources for At Risk Students                                                               Escollo 

This presentation will address how to locate and access behavioral health resources for students in all areas, with a                   

particular focus on at-risk students. The presentation will highlight collaborative efforts between our school and our                

community behavioral health agency.  

Misty D Dodson, Attendance Officer Poplar Bluff Schools 

Rachel Ward-Program Manager, FCC Behavioral Health 

 

Get caught up in the Finley Flow with how we Engage, Equip, & Enrich                                                     Granada A 
The explanation and implementation of an alternative education program that works. We'll discuss all the ways we                 

engage, equip, and enrich our students for personal, academic, and career success. You'll leave with plenty of practical                  

strategies, new ideas, and hopefully a fresh perspective on what could work in your program. We also happily welcome                   

your success stories and ideas...it's a true give and take!  
Kate Stine, Jeanette Middleton, Ryan McClain, Ozark School District, Finley River School 
 

Writing in the Alternative Classroom - Ways that Work!                                                                                    Lookout 

Writing is often difficult to incorporate into an alternative classroom. This presentation provides techniques to infuse                

writing into your classroom, no matter the subject. By using tools, such as Google classroom, students can develop and                   

enhance their writing while learning other 21st Century skills, such as collaboration and communication. 

Elizabeth Nelson, Alternative Programs- Credit Recovery,  Ferguson-Florissant S.D. 

 

 

 

 

 



Unpacking the Emotional Suitcase                                                                                                                            Malaga 

When young women do not have a healthy way of processing and redirecting emotions, suppression tends to be a                   

common solution. For these young women each emotionally traumatic experience is shoved into their Emotional               

Suitcases. These young ladies carry that suitcase wherever they go. Over time the suitcase fills up with a plethora of                    

negative experiences and becomes too heavy to carry, too messy to sort through and hopeless to unload. With no hope,                    

relief, or help in sight they turn to at-risk behaviors such as drugs, bullying, gang life, and sometimes suicide in order to                      

avoid facing that “Emotional Suitcase!” In this interactive workshop Tierica breaks down the Emotional Processing               

System and provides practical steps to help young ladies unpack their emotional suitcases.  

Tierica Berry, Social Emotional Learning Specialist,  A Woman's Standard 
 

Educating the Whole Student-Edge with a Purpose-Equity for All Students                                                Valencia 
Schools deal with Social Emotional Needs more than ever in today’s society! The student to counselor ratio averages                  

482 to 1, but students need more social and emotional help than ever before. Jody will share how Edge with a Purpose                      

will support educators as they tackle problems like : 43% of kids have been bullied online, 40 million students (age 12                     

and above) have a substance abuse problem, 95% of students feel inferior in life, 2.1 million youths (under 18) are                    

arrested yearly, 90% of students carry emotional scars (Source: StageOfLife.com Teen Trend Report; EdSource.org) In               

this session, we will explore the Purpose Prep courses integrated into the Edgenuity LMS as well as other new updates,                    

including … the new student interface, Guide Me walkthrough steps for educators, PDF note-taking options, and many,                 

many more. 

Jody Burns, National Presenter-Works with Alternative Schools all over the Country-Award Winning Speaker 

 

1:40-2:30PM  Session 7 

 

Preventing Problem Behaviors                                                                                                                                     Escollo 

This session covers why schools and staff develop expectations. We will be discussing the purpose and the process of                   

building a classroom or program level expectations. Then we will discuss how to carry out the expectations and reinforce                   

good behavior.  We will finish by writing our own expectations for our own learning environments. 

Ryan McClain, Ozark School District, Finley River School 
 

Creating Students of H.O.P.E.                                                                                                                               Granada A 

New Frontiers works to create students of H.O.P.E. (Hard-working, Opportunistic, Positive, and Empathetic). Many of the                

students enter New Frontiers with the mindset that school is unnecessary and are unmotivated to complete classwork.                 

With the New Frontiers Family Funds program, this has changed! During this seminar, strategies will be provided to                  

motivate the unmotivated that can be easily implemented in your alternative classroom! You will also be introduced to                  

technology to help advance your program to get students to achieve! Utilizing the strategies provided, you can also                  

create students of H.O.P.E.! 
Brad Jennings, Troy R3 School District 

 

Alternative Education:  Advocacy                                                                                                                                   Lookout 

With the changes many of our state legislators want to make in education, we need to get involved to make sure we are                       

advocating for what is best for our students. Come and learn how to communicate with our legislators and their staff as                     

well as how to establish relationships. You will also learn ideas on how to include students in the advocacy process. 

Frances Gooden, Principal,  Finley River School,  MAEN President 

 
 

http://stageoflife.com/
http://edsource.org/


Finding the Right People Leads to Success                                                                                                              Malaga 

The success of any organization, business, team or school is directly connected to the quality of people. This                  

presentation will discuss the importance of finding the right people for the right position. I will speak from my                   

experience as an administrator of what steps I have used to identify, hire and retain those individuals.  
Jeff Williams, Principal - Sikeston Alternative Center, Sikeston Public Schools 
 

From Placement to Privilege: Removing the Stigma of Alternative Education                                              Valencia 

Creating a climate and culture of privilege can increase the standards and rates of student success in the alternative                   

education setting. Students and parents often attach a negative stigma to alternative education. Implementing a               

selective process that involves establishing appropriate expectations complemented with high levels of both student and               

parent buy-in improves the efficacy of learning objectives. Ensuring autonomy and accountability for everyone involved               

in alternative education supports building a positive environment that can be viewed as a privilege. This helps to erase                   

the negative connotation of placement that can lead to unwanted attitudes and behaviors.  

Mark Garascia, Alternative Education & Credit Recovery Teacher,  Hancock Place School District 
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 @MAEN4KIDS  #2019MAENCONF  
Show us what you are doing! What are you learning! 

Share with your colleagues back home! 
#2019MAENCONF 

 
 

Lost n Found @Registration table 
Announcements will be on screen in Granada B/C and on Twitter @MAEN4KIDS 

 

 
Missouri Alternative Education Network 


